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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TARS: AEMG 

SUBJ: RESETTLEMENT OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 

FOR AMBASSADOR L. DEAN BROAN FROM AMBASSADOR 

REF: STATE 97854 AND MVD 1401 

1 IN MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER BLANCO LAST NIGHT, I MADE 
PRESENTATION REVIETNAMESE REFUGEES AS INSTRUCTED. THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER MADE NO SPECIFIC OBSERVATION EXCEPT TO SAY HE WOULD GIVE 
ME A PROMPT REPLY. 

2. THIS MORNING BLANCO CALLED ME AND STATED THAT WHILE T ISURU- 
GUAYAN GOVERNMENT'S REACTION TO THE PLIGHT OF THE VIETNAMESE IS 
ONE OF MUCH SYMPATHY, THERE ARE MANY PRACTICAL PROBLEMS WHICH 
WILL ARISE IN CONNECTION WITH ANY RESETTLEMENT HERE. HE NOTED 
THE ECONOMIC DIFFICULTY OF THE COUNTRY, EXISTING UNEMPLOYMENT, 
AND FINANCIAL CRISIS AND SAID THAT THE GOU ITSELF WOULD HAVE NO 
FUNDS FOR SUCH PROBLEMS AS ACQUISITION OF LAND, RESETTLEMENT 
COSTS ETC. HE NOTED THAT THE RECENT IMMIGRATION HERE OF A SMALL 
GROUP OF KOREANS WAS MADE POSSIBLE ONLY BECAUSE THEY HAD SUFFIC- 
IENT CAPITAL TO PAY THEIR COSTS INCLUDING LAND ACQUISITION. I 
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VED IN RESETTLEMENT SOME FINANCING MIGHT COME AS WELL. I ALSO 
SUGGESTED THAT IF VIEWNAMESE WITH AGRICULTURAL SKILLS COULD BE 
PLACED INDIVIDUALLY ON ESTANCIAS AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL ENTER- 
PRISES UNDER CONTRACT RATHER THAN AS INVESTORS OR COLONIZERS, 
CAPITAL NEEDS COULD BE REDUCED. THE MINISTER AGREED THAT THERE 
MIGHT BE MANY APPROACHS TO SOLVING THE PROBLEM. BUT HE DID 
STATE AGAIN THAT ANY SOLUTION WOULD HAVE TO BE ONE WHICH "WOULD 
NOT BURDEN THE STATE" FINANCIALLY. I TOLD THE MINISTER THAT I 
WOULD REPORT HIS REACTION BUT HOPED THE GOVERNMENT COULD 
GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION AS TO HOW THE PROBLEMS HE FORESAW 
MIGHT BE SLOVED BEARING IN MIND THAT IN A HUMANTARIAN PROBLEM 
OF THIS MAGNITUDE ANY HELP WOULD BE WELCOME. I SUGGESTED EVEN AS 
LITTLE AS 100 PEOPLE WOULD BE AN IMPORTANT THOUGH PROBABLY MAN- 
AGEABLE PARTICIPATION. THE MINISTER AGREED THAT SUCH A NUMBER, 
WHILE SYMBOLIC, WOULD NONE THE LESS BE A CONTRIBUTION BUT REIT- 
ERATED HIS CAVEATS. 

3. REACTION IS MUCH AS WE ANTICIPATED AND REPORTED IN MVD 1401 . 

I BELIEVE URUGUAY'S SYMPATHETIC REACTION IS AS GENUINE AS THE 
PRACTICAL PROBLEMS WHICH THE MINISTER NOTED ARE REAL. I WOULD 
ASSESS THAT THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE THAT SOME VIETNAMESE OF THE 
RIGHT TYPE COULD FIND A HOME HERE PROVIDED THAT MEANS ARE FOUND 
TO SOLVE THE PRACTICAL-FINANCIAL-PROBLEMS. 
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